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Above the brims they force their fry way ; 

Black vapours climb aloft, and cloud the day. 

Drydcn , Mneid vii. /. 643, 

2. More in quantity or number. 

Every one that paffeth among them, that are numbered from 
twenty years old and above , {hall give an offering unto the Lord. 

Exodus , xxx. 1 4. 

3. Higher in rank, power or excellence. 

The Lord is high above all nations, and his glory above the 
heavens. Pjahn cxiii. 4. 

The public power of all focieties is above every foul contained 
in the fame focieties. Hooker , b. i. 

There is no riches above a found body, and no joy above the 
joy of tlie heart. Ecdejtajlicus , xxx. ib» 

To her 

Thou didft refign thy manhood, and the place 

Wherein God let thee above her, made of tnee. 

And for thee : whofe perfection far excelfd 

Her’s, in all real dignity. Milton s Par adife Loft , b.x. 1 . 147. 

Latona fees her ftiine above the reft, 

And feeds with fecret joy her fdent breaft. Dry den’s JEneid. 

4. Superiourto; unattainable by. 

It is an old and true diftin&ion, that things may be above 
our reafon, without being contrary to it. Ol this kind are the 
power, the nature, and the univerfal prefence of God, with 
innumerable other points. Swift. 

5. Beyond ; more than. 

W r e were preffed out of meafure, above ftrength ; infomuch 
that we defpaired even of life. 2 6 or. i. 3 . 

In this, of having thoughts unconfufed, and being able, nicely 
to diftinguifh one” thing from another, where there is but the 
leaft difference, confifts, in a great meafure, the exactnefs of 
judgment and clearnefs of reafon, which is to be obierved in 
one man above another. Locke. 

The inhabitants of Tirol have many particular privileges 
above thofe of the other hereditary countries of the emperour. 

Addifon on Italy. 

"V 6. T oo proud for ; too high for. A phrafe chiefly ufed in fami- 

liar expreffion. 

Kings and princes, in the earlier ages of the world, laboured 
in arts and occupations, and were above nothing that tended to 
promote the conveniences of life. Pope s OdyJJey 3 notes • 

Abi / v f . adv. 

1. Over-head. 

To men ftanding below, men ftanding aloft feem much lef- 

fened ; to thofe above , men ftanding below, feem not fo much lef- 

fened. Bacon. 

When he eftablifhed the clouds above ; when he {Lengthened 
the fountains of the deep ; when he gave to the lea his decree, 
that the waters fhould not pa’s his commandment : when he 
appointed the foundations of the earth : then I was by him, as 
one brought up with him : and I was daily his delight, rejoicing 
always before him. Proverbs , viii. 28. 

2. In the regions of heaven. 

Your praife the birds {hall chant in every grove, 

And winds {hall waft it to the pow’rs above. Popes Pajlorals. 

3. Before. [See Above-cited.] 

I faid above , that thefe two machines of the balance, and 
the dira, were only ornamental, and that the fuccefs of the 
duel had been the fame without them. Dryd. Dedicat. /Eneid. 

From above. 

1. From an higher place. 

The Trojans from above their foes beheld ; 

And with arm’d legions all the rampires filFd. Dryd. JEneid. 

2. From heaven. 

Every good gift, and every perfeift gift is from aoove , and 
cometh down from the father of lights, with whom is no vari- 
ablenefs, neither Ihadow of turning. James, \. 17. 

Above all. In the firft place ; chiefly. 

I had alfo ftudied Virgil’s defign, his difpofltion of it, his 
manners, his judicious management of the figures, the fober 
retrenchments of his fenfe, which always leaves fomewhat to 
gratify our imagination, on which it may enlarge at pleafure ; 
but above all, die elegance of his expreflion, and the harmony of 
his numbers. Dryden’s Dedication to the /Eneid. 

Above-eoard. In open fight j without artifice or trick. A 
figurative expreflion, borrowed from gamefters, who, when 
they put their hands under the table, are changing their cards. 
It is ufed only in familiar language. 

It is the part alfo of an honeft man to deal above-board , and 
without tricks. B Eflrange. 

Though there have not been wanting fuch heretofore, as 
have pradtifed thefe unworthy arts (for as much as there have 
been villains in all places, and all ages) yet now-a-days they are 
owned above-board. South’s Sermons. 

Above-cited. Cited before. A figurative expreflion, taken 
from the ancient manner of writing books on fcrolls ; as what- 
ever is cited or mentioned before in the fame page, muft be 
above. 

Nor would I mention this particular, did it not appear from 
the authority above-cited , that this was a fact confelled by hea- 
thens themfelves. Addijon on the Chnjlian Religion . 
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Above-ground. An expreflion ufed to figmfy, that a man is 
alive ; not in the grave. 

Above-mentioned. See Above^ci'i fd< 

I do not remember, that Homer any-where falls into the 
faults above-mentioned , which were indeed the falfe refinements 
of latter ages. Addifon. Spectator, N° 279, 

To ABOUND, v. n. [ abundo , Lat. ahonder , french.] 

1 . To have in great plenty ; ufed fometimes with die particle in, 
and fomedmes the particle with. 

The king-becoming graces, 

I have no relilh of them, but a ound 
In the divifion of each feveral crime, 

Afting it many ways. _ Shakefpeare’ s Macbeth. 

Corn, wine, and oil, are wanting to this ground,^ 

In which our countries fruitfully abound. Dryd. Indian Emp. 
A faithful man {hall abound with bleflings : but he that 
maketh hafte to be rich, {hall not be innocent. Prov. xxviii.20. 

Now that languages are made, and abound with words, ftand- 
ino- for fuch combinations, an ufual way of getting thefe com- 
plex ideas, is by the explication of thofe terms _that ftand for 
them. Locke. 

2. To be in great plenty. 

And becaufe iniquity fliall dhouTicl^ the love of many /hull 
wax cold. Matthew , xxiv. 12, 

Words are like leaves, and where they moft abound , 
Much fruit of fenfe beneath is rarely found. 

Pope’s Effay on Criticifm. 

ABOUT, prep, [abutan, or abuton, Sax. which leems to fig- 
nify encircling on the outfide.] 

1. Round, furrounding, encircling. 

Let not mercy and truth forfake thee. Bind them about thy 
neck ; write them upon the table of thy heart. Proverbs , iii. 3. 

At this fhe loudly fhrieks, 

’Tis he, ’tis he, {he cries, and tears her cheeks, 

Her hair, her veft ; and, {looping to the fands. 

About his neck {he caft her trembling hands. Dryd. Fables . 

2. Near to. 

Speak unto the congregation, faying, get you up from about 
the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. Exodus. 

Thou doft nothing, Sergius, 

Thou canft endeavour nothing, nay, not think ; 

But 1 both fee and hear it ; and am with thee,^ 

By and before, about and in thee too. Benj. Johnf. Catiline. 

3. Concerning, with regard to, relating to. 

When Conftantine had finiftied an houfe for the fervice ot 
God at Jerufalem, the dedication he judged a matter not un- 
worthy ; a’ out the folemn performance whereof, the greateft 
part of the biftiops in chriftendom {hould meet together. 

Hooker , b. v. § 1 2. 

The painter is not to take fo much pains about the drapery as 
about the face, where the principal refemblance lies. 

Dryd. Prcf to Dufrefnoy. 
They are moft frequently ufed as words equivalent, and do 
both of them indifferently fignify either a fpeculative know- 
ledge of things, or a practical skill a' out them, according to 
the exigency of the matter or thing fpoken of. Tillot. Sermon i. 

Theft is always a fin, although the particular fpecies of it, 
and the denomination of particular a<fts, doth fuppofe pofitive 
laws about dominion and property. 

Stillingfeet’s Defence of Difcourfes on Romijh Idolatry. 
They fhould always be heard, and fairly and kindly anfwer- 
ed, when they ask after any thing they would know, and de- 
fire to be informed about. Curiofity fhould be as carefully che- 
rifhed in children, as other appetites fuppreffed. 

Locke on Education , § 108. 
It hath been pra&ifed as a method of making men’s court, 
when they are asked about the rate of lands, the abilities of te- 
nants, the ftate of trade and manufadlure, to anfwer, that, in 
their neighbourhood, all things are in a flourifhing condition. 

Swift's Jhort View of Ireland. 

4. Engaged in, employed upon. 

Our blefied Lord was pleafed to command the reprefentation 
of his death and facrifice on the crofs, fhould be made by break- 
ing of bread and effufion of wine 3 to fignify to us the nature 
and facrednefs of the liturgy we are about. 

Taylor’s Worthy Communicant. 
Labour, for labour’s fake, is againft nature. The under- 
ftanding, as well as all the other faculties, choofes always the 
fhorteft way to its end, would prefently obtain the knowledge it 
is about , and then fet upon fome new enquiry. But this, whe- 
ther lazinefs or hafte, often mifleads it. Locke . 

They ought, however, to be provided with fecretaries, and 
aflifted by our foreign minifters, to tell their ftory for them in. 
plain Englifh, and to let us know, in our mother-tongue, what 
it is our brave countrymen are about. Addifon. Spulf N u 3°9r 

5. Appendant to the perfon ; as, cloaths, & c. 

If you have this about you, 

As I will give you when we go, you may 
Boldly affault the necromancer’s hall. Milton’s Comus. 

It is not ftrange to me, that perfons of the fairer fex fhould 
like, in all things about them, that handfomenefs for which they 
find themfelves moft liked. Boyle on Colours. 

' b. Relating 
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‘ ***** 

,S n trailer corporal, captain, for my old dame s fake, 

fiand' ’my friend’: ft? hath no' body to do any thing - jW her 

’ f „ r L none, and fee is old and cannot help herfelf. 
when i am gone, Shakefpeare’ s Henry IV. p. u. 

AboYt. adv. 

lm ^ 1 rC The^ weyward fifters, hand in hand, 

Pofters of the fea and land, 

Thus do go about , about , 

Thrice to thine, and thrice to mine. 

And thrice again to make up nine. 

*' In My C honeft lads, I’ll tell you what I am about .- Two yards 
and more. — No quips now, Piftol : indeed I am in the wafte 
two yards about ; but I am about no wafte, lam about thrift. 

- Shakefpeare s Merry U ives of Wtndjor . 

A tun about was ev’ry pillar there, 

A polifh’d mirrour fhone not half fo clear. Dryd. Fables. 

3. Nearly. 


Shakefp. Macbeth. 


When the boats were come within about fixty yards of the 
pillar, they found themfelves all bound, and could go no tar- 
dier ; yet fo as they might move to go about, but might not 

approach nearer. Bacon 5 New Atalantls ' 

4. Here and there ; everyway. 

Up rofe the gentle virgin from her place. 

And looked all about , if file might fpy 
Her lovely knight to move his manly pace. 

Fairy IJhiecn, b. i. cant. ii. flanso. 33* 

A wolf that was paft labour, had the wit in his old age, yet 
to make the beft of a bad game ; he borrows a habit, and io 
about he goes, begging charity trom door to door, under the 
difguife of a pilgrim. L Eflrange. 

5. With to before a verb ; as, about to fly ; upon the point, with- 
in a finall diftance of. 

Thefe dying lovers, and their floating fons, 

Sufpend the fight, and filence all our guns : 

Beauty and youth, about to perifti, finds 

Such noble pity in brave Englifh minds. . Waller. 

6 . The longeft way, in oppofition to the fhort ftraight way. 

Gold hath thefe natures ; greatnefs of weight ; clofenefs of 
parts ; fixation ; pliantnefs, or foftnefs ; immunity from ruft ; 
colour, or tindlure of yellow : T herefore the lure way (though 
moft about) to make gold, is to know the caufes of the feveral 
natures before rehearfed. Bacon’s Natural Hifl. N J 320. 

Spies of the V olfeians 

Held me in chafe, that I was forc’d to wheel 
Three or four miles about ; elfe had I, Sir, 

Half an hour fince brought my report. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

7. To bring about; to bring to the point or ftate defired ; as, he 

has brought about his pwpofes. 

Whether this will be brought about , by breaking his head, I 
very much queftion. Spectator. 

8. To come about; to come to fome certain ftate or point. 

Wherefore it came to pafs, when the time was come about , 
after Hannah had conceived, that fire bare a fon. 1 Sam. i. 20. 
One evening it befel, that looking out, 

The wind they long had wifh’d was come about ; 

Well pleas’d they went to reft ; and if the gale 

’Till morn continu’d, both refolv’d to fail. Dryd. Fables. 

9. To go about a thing ; to prepare to do it. 

Did not Mofes give you the law, and yet none of you 
keepeth the law ? Why go ye about to kill me ? John vii. 1 9. 

In common language, they fay, to come about a man, to cir- 
cumvent him. 

Some of thefe phrafes feem to derive their original from the 
F rench a bout ; venir a bout d'une chofe ; venir a bout de quel - 
quun. 

A. Bp. for Archbifhop ; which fee. 

AB RAC AD A 1 BRA. A fuperftitious charm againft agues. 

To ABRA'DE. v. a. [Lat. abradod\ To rub off ; to wear a- 
way from the other parts ; to wafte by degrees. 

By this means there may be a continued fupply of what is 
fucceffively abraded from them by decurfion of waters. 

Hale’s Origin of Mankind. 
Abraham’s Balm. The name of an herb. 

Abra'sion. [See Abrade.] 

1 . i he act o abrading ; a rubbing off. 

2. [In medicine.] The wearing away of the natural mucus, 
which covers the membranes, particularly thofe of the ftomach 
and guts, by corrofive orftiarp medicines, or humours. Quincy. 

3. The matter worn off by the attrition of bodies. 

Abre'ast. adv. [See Breast.] Side by fide; in fuch a po- 

iition that die breads may bear againft the fame line. 

My coufin Suffolk, 

My foul {hall thine keep company to heav’n : 

1 arry, fweet foul, for mine, then fly abreafl. Shak. Henry V. 
b or honour travels in a ftreigbt fo narrow, 

Where one but goes abr eafl. Shakefp. Trcilus and Crcffida. 
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The riders rode abreafl, and one his fliiUJ, 

His lance of cornel- wood another held ; 

The third his bow, and, lorious to behold , 

The coftly quiver, all of burnifti’d gold. Dry den s Fables . 

Abri'cot. See Apricot. . T 1 

To ABRIDGE, v. a. [ abreger , Fr. abbrevio , Lat.J 
1 To make {horter in words, keeping ftill the fame fubftance. 

All thefe fayings, being declared by Jafon of Gyrene in five 
books, we will effay to abridge in one volume. 2 Mace. 11. 23. 

2. To contract, to diminifh, to cut ftiort. # . 

The determination of the will, upon enquiry, is following 
thediredfion of that guide ; and he, that has a power to act or 
not to a a, according as fuch determination directs, is *ree. 
Such determination abridges not that power wherein lyeity 
confifts Locke. 

3. To deprive of; in which fenfe it is followed by the particle 
from , or of preceding the thing taken away. 

( have difabled mine eftate, 

By {hewing fomething a more fwelling port, 

Than my faint means would grant continuance ; 

Nor do I now make moan to be abridg’d 
From fuch a noble rate. Shakefpeare s Merchant of V mice. 

They were formerly, by the common law, difcharged from 
pontage and murage ; but this privilege has been abridged them 
fince by feveral itatutes. Ay life’s Parergon Juris Canonici. 

Abridged of. part. Deprived of, debarred from, cut ftiort. 

An Abri'dger. 

1. He that abridges; a {bortener. 

2. A writer of compendiums or abridgments. 

Abridgment. n.J. [ abregement , trench.] 

1. The contraction of a larger work into a fmall compafs. 

Surely this commandment containeth the law and the pro- 
phets ; and, in this one word, is the abridgment of all volumes 
of feripture. Hooker , b. ii. § 5 " 

Myfelf have play’d 
The int’rim, by remembring you ’tis paid; 

Then brook abridgment , and your eyes advance 
After your thoughts, ftraight back again to France ? 

Shakefpeard s Henry V- 
Idolatry is certainly the firft-born of folly, the great and 
leading paradox ; nay, the very abridgment and fum total of 
all abfurdities. South’s Sermons. 

2. A diminution in general. 

All trying, by a love of littlenefs. 

To make abridgments , and to draw to Iefs, 

Even that nothing, which at firft we were. Donne . 

3. Reftraint, or abridgment of liberty. 

The conftant defire of happinefs, and the conftraint it puts 
upon us, no body, I think, accounts an abridgment of Lberty, 
or at leaft an abridgment of liberty, to be complained of. 

Locke. 

Abro'ach. adv. [See To BROACH.] 

1 . In a pofture to run out ; to yield the liquor contained ; pro- 
perly fpoken of veffels. 

The Tempi er fpruce, while ev’ry fpout’s abroach , 

Stays ’till ’tis fair, yet feems to call a coach. Szvift’s Mifccl. 

The jarrs of gen’rous wine, (Aceftes’ gift. 

When his Trinacrian fhores the navy left) 

He fet abroach , and for the feaft prepar’d. 

In equal portions with the ven’fon fhar’d. 

Dryden’s Virgil’s /Eneid , vol. ii. 

2. In a figurative fenfe ; in a ftate to be diffufed or advanced ; in 
a ftate of fuch beginning as promifes a progrefs. 

That man, that fits within a monarch’s heart. 

And ripens in the funlhine of his favour, 

Would he abufe the count’nance of the king. 

Alack ! what mifehiefs might be fet abroach , 

In ftiadow of fuch greatnefs ? Shakefpeare’ s Henry IV. p. ii. 
Abroad, adv. [compounded of a and broad. See Broad.] 

1 . Without confinement ; widely ; at large. 

Intermit no watch 

Againft a wakeful foe, while I abroad. 

Thro’ all the coafts of dark deftrudt ion feek 

Deliverance. Milton’s Par adife Lofl, b. ii. 1 . 463. 

Again, the lonely fox roams far abroad . 

On fecret rapine bent, and midnight fraud ; 

Now haunts the cliff, now traverfes the lawn. 

And flies the hated neighbourhood of man. Prior , 

2. Out of the houfe. 

Welcome, Sir, 

This cell’s my court ; here have I few attendants* 

And fubje&s none abroad. Shakefpeare’ sTempefl. 

Lady walked a whole hour abroad , without dying after 

it ; at leaft in the time I ftaid ; though {he feemed^to be 
fainting, and had convulfive motions feveral times in her head. 

Pope’s Letters. 

3. In another country. 

1 hey thought it better to be fomewhat hardly yoked at home, 
than for ever abroad , and diferedited. Hooker , Pref 

Whofoever offers at verbal tranflation, {hall have the mif- 
fortune of that young traveller, who loft his own language 
abroad, and brought home no other inftead of it. Sir J. Denham. 
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